
GOVERNMENT OF THE [STRICT OF COLUMBIA 
B O A R D  OF Z O N I N G  A D J U S T M E N T  

k p p l i c a t i o i i  “io. 14182 of G r ~ e x ~ ~ ~ u i ~  B r o t h e r s  Joixst Ven tu re ,  
a s  amended, p u r s u a n t  t o  Pa rag raph  8207.11 of  the Zoning 
R e g u l a t i o n s  I for a variance from t h e  rear  y a r d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
(Sub- sec t ion  5 3 0 3 , 1 )  t o  e n c l o s e  ii stairwelt1 of an e x i s t i n g  
bookstore i n i  a C-2-24 D i s t r i c t  at. remises 3131 PI S t r ee t ,  
F . W .  p (Square  1208,  Lo t  55)  * 

EEARING DATES: September 2 6  and ecemher 19, 1.984 
DECISICIP? DATE: J a n u a r y  9 I 1985 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

plication was first scheduled. f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  
h e a r i n g  of September 2 6 ,  1984. A t  t h a t  h e a r i n g ,  c o u n s e l  
r e q u e s t e d  a c o n t i n u a n c e  of t h e  hear ing-  on t h e  grounds  that 
the a r c h i t e c t  had amended t h e  p l a n s  ST) t h a t  the v a r i a n c e s  
fron the s i d e  yard r e q u i r e m e n t s  an2 t h e  c o u r t  n i c h e  r e q u i r e -  
ments were. no l o n g e r  r e q u i r e d  .) The Zoning A d m i ~ ~ ~ ~ t r a ~ o r  had 
n o t  had t h e  o s p o r t u n i t y  t o  review t h e  amended p l a n s  and to 
f i l e  a r e v i s e d  memorandum. Prb a d d i t i o n ,  c o u n s e l  baa o n l y  
r e c e n t l y  been r e t a i n e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t .  There 
was no o p p o s i t i o n  t o  the c o n t i n u a n c e  r e q u e s t .  The Board 
c o n t i n u e d  the hear ing  to December 1 9 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  

2 ,  A t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  of Decenher 1 9 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  the 
L i c a n t  r e q u e s t e d  t o  amend its a p p l i c a t i o n  to e x c l u d e  the 

c o u r t  n i c h e  (Paragraph 5 3 0 5 . 6 )  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of 
e g u l a t i o n s  I The Board g r a n t e d  the r e q u e s t .  The 

a p p l i c a n t  s r e v i s e d  p l a n s  I which w e r e  reviewed by the Zoning 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r  and made part o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  the Board,  
extended the proposed  rear y a r d  enclosure f r o n  s i d e  lot line 
to s i d e  l o t  l i n e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  s i d e  ya rd  and c o u r t  n i c h e  
v a r i a n c e s  were l o n g e r  n e c e s s a r y .  The public h e a r i n g  w a s  
l i m i t e d  t o  a r e q u e s t  f a r  a v a r i a n c e  from the rear yard 
r e q u i r e m e n t s  ~ S ~ b - - ~ ~ ~ t i ~ n  5303.1) of t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s .  

r e q u e s t s  Ear variances from the side yard (Pasragr 

j e c t  s i t e  i s  l o c a t e d  on the n o r t h  s i d e  of  I? 
1st Stree t  and  Wisconsin Avel~ue i s known 

p.I S t r e e t ,  N.W. The s i t e  i s  l ed i n  a 
-“ (2-2-24 D i s t r i c i - ,  

4. The s u b j e c t  s i t e  h a s  an area of 2 , 9 5 2  s q u a r e  €ee i .  
It i s  improved w i t h  a o n e - s t o r y  masonry and b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  
with p a r t i a l  basement approx ima te ly  t w e n t y - t h r e e  f e e t  in 



h e i a h t ,  The s i t e  has a twenty- four  loot f r o n t a g e  o n  Pn 
Street  and a d e p t h  of 1 2 3  feet, It i s  r e c t a n g u l a r  i c  s h a p e ,  

5 .  The s i t e  is bounded by a t e n  foot wide public z l i e y  
t o  the e a s t ,  a comerc ia! .  r ; t r u c t u r e  t o  the west apd a t e n  
f o o t  w i d e  p u b l i c  a l l e y  to t h e  norch. &I S t r e e t  is t o  the 
s o u t h ,  A t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  n o r t h  an6 e a s t  a l l e y s ,  
t h e  a l l e y  widens  t o  c? w i d t h  of twenty  f e e t .  A l l  of  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e s  f r o z t t i n g  03 bi S t r e e t  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  s q u a r e  are  
comercidl  and r e t a i l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  Su r round ing  s t r u c -  
t u r e s  have O E P ,  two and t h r e e  stories. The r e a r s  of t h e  
a d j a c e n t  s t r u c t u r e s  t o  t h e  east extena a p p r o x i r i a t e l y  t h r e e  
f e e t  f a r t h e r  toward t h e  p u b l i c  a l l e y  t h a n  t h e  structure on 
t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e .  The rears of t h e  s c u c t u r e s  t o  t h e  
n o r t h e a s t  and nor thwes t  of the  s u b j e c t  s i t e  a re  b u i l t  t o  t h e  
a l l e y .  The rears  of t h e  s z r u c t u r e s  t o  t h e  west of t h e  
s u b j e c t  s i t e  up t o  Kisconsin Avenue, do n o t  extend! as c l o s e  
t o  t h e  alley as  t h e  s u b j e c t  s t i - u c t u r e .  

6. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  c u r r e n t l y  occupi.ed by a 
long-term t e n a n t ,  Crown E o o k s  C o r p o r a t i o n  ( " C r o w n  Books" 1 
which o p e r a t e s  a c h a i n  of 183  b o o k s t o r e s  s e r v i n g  t h e  Wash- 
inc;-iton a r e a  a s  well as o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  c o u n t r y .  There 
a r e  f o r t y - t h r e e  l o c a t i o n s  of Crown Books in t h e  Washincj-ton 
area.  The o p e r a t i o n  o f  a cornmeuci.a1. b o o k s t o r e  i n  t h i s  zone 
i s  a1 lowed. a s  a m a t t e r - o f - r i g h t ,  

7 .  Crown Books a d v e r t i s e s  n a t i o n w i d e  I I t s  f i n a n c i a l  
s u c c e s s  depends on i t s  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a w e l l - s t o c k e d  d i s c o u n t  
b o o k s t o r e  

ti Before  openirig the s t o r e ,  Crown Books a e t e r m i n e d  
that a r e a r  a d d i t i o n  t o  the s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  was wiecessary 
t o  accornmoda t e  t h e  mirzirnum r e q u i r e m e n t s  for the o p e r a t i o n  of 
 he b o o k s t o r e  P l a n s  were i . n i t i a l l y  drawn which woul-d have 
extendec? the s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  to t h e  rear  lo t .  l i n e  of t h e  
s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y .  A f t e r  mee t ing  w i t h  t h e  Advisory  Neighbor- 
hood Cornmission (ANC 2E), which opposed t h e  a d d i t i o n  as  
p l a n n e d ,  Crown Books r e v i s e d  i t s  plans w i t h  its a r c h i t e c t ,  
The proposed  a d d i t i o n  ex tended  the e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t y  by 
17-78 f e e t ,  s a t i s f y i n g  t h e  fifteen f o o t  redr y a r d  r e q u i r e -  
mezt of  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s .  A s  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  the  r e a r  
a d d i t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  a n  o u t d o o r  s t a i rwe l l  l e a d i n g  from t h e  
a t - g r a d e  l e v e l  t o  t h e  basement The basement  c o n t a i ~ s  
washroom f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  employees.  The purpose of the 
s ta i - rwel l  i s  fo r  t h e  emplovees t o  reach t h e  bathroom i n  t h e  
basement 

9 .  The a p p l i c a n t  a p p l i e d  f o r  a b u i l d i n g  p e r m i t  f o r  the 
s u b j e c t  rear  a d d i t i o n ,  The  p e r m i t ,  which was i s s u e d  on 
Februdry  1 7 ,  1 3 8 3 ,  al1owcd tor t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a n  
e x t e r i o r  below-grade stairb7e1l leadi r ig  t o  t h e  basenexit. T h e  
basement c o n t a i n s  washrooms f o r  t h e  employees of Crown 
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Dooks. The bi?sement area i s  n o t  used for any other 
p u r p o s e s  

i0. Fol lowing  comple t ion  0 2  t h e  a d d i t i o n ,  Crown Cooks 
a p p l i e d  for a c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  occupancy Tor the o p e r a t i o n  of 
i t s  b o o k s t o r e .  The h e a l t h  i n s p e c t o r  who v i s i t e d  t h e  s i t e  
s z i d  he  c o u l d  riot i s s u e  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  occupancy u n t i l  
t h e  outside stairweI.1- l e a d i n g  to The basement w a s  e n c l o s e d .  
Rely ing  on his a d v i c e ,  Crown Books  c o n s t r u c t e d  a wooden 
e n c l o s u r e  a round t h e  s t a i r w e l l .  ?'he c e r t i f i c a t e  of 
occupancy was i s s u e d  on Play 17, 1 9 8 3 ,  

11. Crow Books begar1 sa les  o p e r a t i o n s  at- t h e  p r e m i s e s  
i n  l a t e  KayI 1 9 8 3 .  The a p p l i c a n t  w a s  t h e r e a i t c r  n o t i f i e d  
thaiir it was v i o l - a t i n g  the D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia nuiiuing Code 
hecause  t h e  wooden s t r u c t u r e  e o s i n g  zhe s t a i rwe l l  was 
rwide of a combus t ib l e  ma te r i a l  " 'wi thout  o b t a i n i r  cj a bu i ld r r iq  
p e r m i t  and F i r i e  A r t s  and Land Mark zpproval . "  Yhe a p p l i c a n t  
was c i i r ec t ed  t o  submi t  r e v i s e d  p l a n s  t o  t h e  Zor;incj D i v i s i o n ,  
Engincer inq  Branch I Department of Consumer and I iegula tory  
A f f a i r s  t o  c u r e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  code v i o l a t i o n .  The app l i cxmt  
s u b n i t t e d  new p l a n s  t o  thc Zoning D i v i s i o n .  The p l a n s  were 
~e jec ted i  because  they d i d  n o t  meet t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of t h e  
Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  a s  t o  rear y a r d ,  s i d e  yarc? and c o u r t  
n i c h e .  

1 2 .  The a p p l i c a n t  110w p r o p o s e s  t o  ccmst ruc t  a masonry 
s t a i r w e l l  e n c l o s u r e  t h a t  conforms w i t h  t h e  Bui l .d ing  Code 
b u t  r e q u i r e s  a f i v e  f o o t  rear y a r d  v a r i a n c e  from t h e  Zoning 
K e g u l a t i o n s .  The  r e s u l t i n g  rear y a r d  wil-1 be  t e n  fee t  
measured to t h e  c e n t e r l i n e  of t h e  r e a r  a l ley 2s a u t h o r i z e d  
by Sub-sec t ion  53G3.2 of t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s .  T h e  
e n c l o s u r e  i s  approx ima te ly  2 2 . 5  f e e t  wide and f i v e  f e e t  
l onq .  I t  is approx ima te ly  e i g h t  f e e t  in h e i g h t  and s l o p e s  
LO t h e  redr a l l e y  t o  approx ima te ly  s i x  f e e t  i n  h e i g h t .  

13 .  Even w i t h  t h e  r e a r  y a r d  a d d i t i o n  of t h e  s t o r e ,  t h e  
s u b j e c t  $",ore can  carry o n l y  7,000 t i t l e s .  The p r o t o t y p e  
f o r  ci tl7pical Crc)c\'n Book s t o r e  i s  10,000 t i t l e s .  If Crown 
Books were r e q u i r e d  t o  r e l o c a t e  t h e  s t a i r w e l l  i n s i d e  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  t h e r e  would b e  d e c r e a s e d  sales space  and 
t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  s t o c k  a n o t h e r  1,500 t i t l e s  would b e  Lost. 
These t i t l e s  would i n c l u d e  books f o r  c h i l d r e n  and books on 
t r a v e l  and r e l i g i o n .  These books a r e  p r o v i d e d  for t h e  
convenience  of t h e  Grown Books cus tomers .  

1 4  The a p p l i c a n t ' s  p a r t n e r s h i p  i n c l u d e s  i n d i v i d u a l s  
who a r e  long- t ime r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  are&, They have an 
i n t e r e s t  i r l  h av ing  a long-term t e n a n t  on t h e  prerrises who 
W l i L  keep  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i n  y c c d  c o n d i t i o n  and make i k  
a t t r a c t i v e  t o  custorners  who come f-o do  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  
Georgetown area.  The a p p l i c a n t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  n a t i o n a l - l y -  
known compdnies t h a t  benefit t h e  ne iqhborhood by urawiiig 
cus tomers  t o  tnc g e n e r a l  a res  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  l o c a t e .  
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C r o w n  Books  i s  one  s u c k  c-enant.  E v e n  i f  t h e  preFLses w e r e  
t o  Le r e l e t ,  r1.e a p p l i c a n t  would s t i l l  have  t h e  sane 
p r a c t i c a l  d i f r i c u l t y  of a n  e x i s t i n g  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  rear 
y a r d  r e n u i r c m e n t s  of t h e  Zonincr Recplatioris 

15. The s i t e  i s  Jong and I I ~ ~ ~ G W .  T h e r e  i s  n o t  a € u l l  
basemen t .  The par t ic?:  basemen t  i s  u s e d  o n l y  for washroom 
Zac i f i t i e s ,  The site of t h e  f o r m e r  L~oo~wor th ' s  store i n  t h e  
sarre b l o c k  i s  mere t h a n  s i x t y  f e e t  w ide .  The s t r u c t u r e  011 
t h e  s i t e  c o n t a i n s  o n l y  one s t o r y ,  w h i l e  t h e  t y p i c a l  b u i l d i n g  
i n  t h e  area h a s  t w o  o r  t h r e e  s tor ies .  

1 6 .  The s t a i r w e l l  e n c l o s u r e  c a n n o t  be viewed f rom 14 
S t r e e t ,  The c o n f i g u r a t i o n  of t h e  s i t e  a l l ~ s  ? o r  t u r n i n g  
mover,ient i n t o  t h e  t e n  f o o t  a L l e y  t o  t h e  e a s t  and  rear  of t h e  
s u b j e c t  s i t e .  

1 7 .  The rear of t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  n o t  u s e d  for 
p a r k i n g  o r  l o a d i n g  and  u n l o a d i n g .  Del- ivery t o  t h e  s t o r e  i s  
Z r c m  1\1 S t r e e t  and  i s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  in the e a r l y  o f f - p e a k  
morning  hours f 

18, An ad jo in i i7y  p r o p e r t y  owner, by l e t t e r  oir October 
5 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  recormended that t h e  a p p l i c a c i a n  be iieni-etl. The 
o'cs~er r e p o r t e d  t h a t  the p r o p o s e d  a d d i t i o n ,  which  i s  b u i l t ,  
r e n d e r s  t h e  a l l e y  i n t e r s e c t i o n  u s e l e s s  and  c a u s e s  d r a s t i c  
i n c o n v e n i e n c e  t o  cars t r y i n g  t o  n e g o t i a t e  t h i  s i n t e r s e c t i o n .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b u i l d i n g  i n t o  t h e  r e q u i r e d  rear  y a r d ,  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  h a s  also erected s tee l  b o l l a r d s  one f o o t  i n t o  t h e  
a l l e y  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  

1 9  if Adviso ry  Neighborhood C o n m i s s i o n  CANicf  2E, b y  
r e p o r t  i i l e d .  September  10 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  recommended c l en ia l  of t k t e  
a p p l i c a t i o c .  The ANC r e p o r t e d  t h a t  the s i t e  IS  n o t  u n i q u e .  
It 15 of a f l a t  t opography  a n 6  s imi l a r  t o  alrr iost  a l l  of t h e  
o t h e r  l o t s  on t h e  s u b j e c t  b l o c k ,  The o n l y  o f i ' - s t r e e t  
se rv ice  p o i n t  f o r  the s u b j e c t  b u i l d i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  p a r k i n g  
aridi. l o a d i n g  across ,  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  rear  off t h e  a l l e y .  
The s t r u c t u r e  f r o n t s  on Pi S t r e e t  just b e f o r e  Ciriscorissn 
Avenue i i i  a c r i t i c a l  t r a f f i c  l o c z t i o n .  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  
ts l o c a t e d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  oE t h e  a l l e y s  i n  
t h i s  b l o c k  a n a  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  l o c a t i o n  critically a f f e c t s  
t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  of t l r ~  a d j o i n i n g  a l l e y s ,  It was t h e  ANCEs 
o p i n i o n  t h a t  g r a n t i n g  the r e q u e s t e d  17csriance woul d 
c l e t r i m e n t a l l y  a f f e c t  the use of tire a d j o i n i n g  alleys and 
~ :c )u ld  r e q u i r e  t h a t  f u t u r e  servLce t o  t h i s  p r e m i s e s ,  
regaralesc of who t h e  future t e n a n t s  n a y  h e ,  t a k e  p l a c e  
e i t h e r  by b l o c k i n g  M S t r e e t  a t  a c r i t i c a l  l o c a t i o n ,  o r  by 
b l o c k r c g  t h e  a l l e y  which  i s  an  i n p o r t a n t  i r i t e r n a l  c i r c u l a -  
t i o n  a r t e r y  i n  t h i s  b l o c k .  T h e  ANC f u r t h e r  reporced t h a t  
p r i o r  t o  any  r e n o v a t i o n  w o r k  on t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e ,  t h e  rear 
y a r d  measured  t w e n t y - e i g h t  f e e t ,  The c o m p l e t e  E ;dd i t ion  
r e d u c e d  t h e  rear y a r d  t o  t e n  f e e t .  The Board d o e s  n e t  
concux in t h e  ANC recommendat ion.  
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20, The Board IS r e q u i r e d  by s t a t u t e  t o  give "'great 
w e i g h t "  t o  t h e  i s s u e s  and  concerns o f  t h e  AEJC r e d u c e d  t o  
wrk-Lix ig .  I n  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e s e  c o n c e r n s  as well a s  o t h e r  
opposit ioi: ,  the Boars f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  redr y a r d  
v a r i a n c e  h a s  110 r e l a t i o n s h i p  tc:, the ci17_eged t r a f f i c  
c o i y d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  a l l e y .  The Board f j r ,ds  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  
a l l e y  t o  t h e  n o r t h  i s  h a s  b e e n  for some t i n e  t e n  f e e t  
w ide .  ?'he a l l e y  will r ema in  t e n  f e e t  w i c i e -  It a p p e a r s  t h a t  
t h e  RbTC i s  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  i?iotorists c o u l d  t raversc- .  c h e  
p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  of t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i n  o r d e r  t o  better 
maneuver t h e i r  cars i n  t h e  a l l e y .  The e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  
~ubject e n c l o s u r e  Zoes n o t  i t s e l f  c l o u d  t h e  v ; l _ s i b i l i t y  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  a l l e y .  The rear  of t h e  ctructures t o  t h e  
n o r t h e a s t ,  n o r t h w e s t  and d i r e c t l y  west or' t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e  
a r e  k r u i l t  t o  t h e  a l l e y  and i n  most cases are t w o - s t o r y  
s t r u c t u r e s .  The o n l y  c lear  v i s i b i l i t y  is t o  t h e  w e s t  oi t h e  
s i t e  t o w a r d s  I J i scor i s in  Avenue. The s u b j e c t  e n c l o s u r e  d o e s  
n o t  blcck. any  liuht- o r  a i r  t o  the s u r r o u n d i p y  s i t e s  i n  t h e  
a f o r e s a i d  d i r e c t i o n s .  A l s o ,  the s u r r o u n d i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  are  
not r e s i d c n t i a l  b u t  commercial. The propoFe2 r e l i e f  creates 
n~ s u b s t a n t i a i  d e t r i m e n t  t o  t h e  public good.  The Doard 
f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  r e l i e f  r e q u e s t e d  i s  a r e a s o n a b l e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  
by i t s e l f  h a s  no a d v e r s e  impac t  on a d j o i n i n g  o r  nearby 
F r o p e r t y .  The s u b j e c t  l o t  i s  d i s s i m i l d r  t o  many l o t s  i n  t h e  
sGuare i n  t h a t  i t s  improvements  do not e l i n i n a t e  a rear y a r d  
e n t i r e l y .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND (3PIPJION: -- 

Based on t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h e  Board c o n c l u d e s  that t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  i s  s e e k i n g  xi area v a r i a n c e ,  t h e  c ~ r a n t i n ' g  of w h i c h  
r e q u i r e s  t h e  showing or' an e x c e p t i o n a l  o r  extrdor6.i n a r y  
s i t u a t i o n  o r  c o n d i t i o n  which  cduses a p r a c t i c a l  d i f  F i c u L t y  
for t h e  owner and t h a t  t h e  r e l i e f  c a n  be g r m t e d  w i t h o u t  
s u b s t a n t i a l  d e t r i m e n t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good and w i t h o u t  
s u b s t a i i t i d l l y  i m p a i r i n g  the i n t e n t  p u r p o s e  a n d  i n t e g r i t y  of 
ehc z7,one p l a n ,  

The Board c o n c l u d e s  t h a t ,  a s  found i n  F i n d i n g  ho. 2 0 ,  
t h e  practical d i f f i c u l t y  d o e s  e x i s t .  T h e  s t a i r w e l l  
e n c l o s u r e  w i l i  n o t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  alley s e r v i c i n g .  There i s  
sufficient room t o  maneuver cars  i l l  t h e  rear a l l e y .  All 
l o a d i n g  and d e l i v e r i e s  are made t h r o u g h  t h e  f r o n t  e n t r a n c e  
cfi EPL S t r e e t ,  P J e w .  d u r i n g  o f f - p e a k  h o u r s ,  

The Board conclude:.; t h a t  t h e  applxcant i s  before t h e  
Board b e c a u s e  i t  r e l i e d  I a l t h o u g h  i m p r u d e n t l y ,  on t h e  a d v i c e  
of gavernment  o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia 
a i l e c j e d l y  fami l ia r  w i t h  D i s t r i c t  f aws a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  
m e e t i n g  b u i l d i n g  and  h e a l t h  code  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  %he 
a p p l i c a n r .  a p p e a r s  to have been  unaware t h a t  it was v i o l a t i n g  
t h e  Zonirig R e g u l a t i o n s  w h i l e  s a t i s f y i n g  t h e  h e a l t h  aria 
b u i l d i i i q  Code r e q u i r e m e n t s  ~ The Board co1icludt.s that Crown 
Books depends  on i t s  n a t i o n a l l y  a d v e r t i s e d  r e p u t a t i o n  as  a 
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hooks tore  c h a i n  t h a t  ciin p r o v i d e  d i s c o u n t  books f o r  a r e a  
resideirts. I f  Crown Books had  t o  r e l o c a t e  t h e  s t a i r w e l l  
i n s i d e  e x i s t j  ng space  I tlicre would be d e c r e a s e d  sales s p a c e .  
The Board conc ludes  t h a t  Crown Books cou ld  n o t  f u n c t i o n  cs  
e f f e c t i v e l y  if it c o u l d  n o t  s t o c k  a t  least ' 1 , 0 0 0  t i t l e s  and 
use 2 , 7 0 0  s q u a r e  fee t  of space, w h i c h  1s less  t h a n  t h e  
p r o t o t y p e  requirements for a Crown Books s tore  of 1 0 , 0 0 0  
t i t l e s  and 3 ,  G O O  square feet. 

The Board k u r t h e r  conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  r e l i e f  
can be  g ra i i t ed  w i t h o u t  s u b s t a n t i a l  d e t r i m e n t  t-o the p u b l i c  
good and w i t h o u t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i m p a i r i n g  the i n t e n t ,  
p u r p o s e ,  and i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  zone p l a n  as embodied ii; the  
Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  and Kap. The Board c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  Croh7n 
Books serves t h e  needs  of  t h e  Georgetown cenli?iunity by 
p r o v i d i n g  d i s c o u n t s  books and a t t r i i c t j  ncj c u s t o n e r s  t o  o the r  
retail shops in t h e  a r e a .  

The Board conc ludes  t h a t  it h a s  acco rded  t o  the ANC t h e  
' ' g rea t  w e i g h t "  t o  which it IS e n t i t l e d .  Accord ing ly ,  it is 
ORDERED + h a t  this a p p l i c a t i o n  for a r e a r  yclrd v a r i a n c e  is 
hereby GRANTED 

VOTE: 4-0  ( C h a r l e s  R .  Norris, George 14. W h i t e ,  C a r r i e  L .  
T h o r n h i l l  dnd V ! i l - l i a m  I?. I l c In tosh  t o  g r a n t ;  
Douglas J, P a t t o n  n o t  v o t i n g ,  not hav ing  hea rd  
t h e  case) * 

E.TTE;STED BY: 
STEVEN l?- S H E 3  
Execu t ive  D i r e c t o r  

UPYDER SUB-SECTION 
DECISION OK ORDER 
DAYS AFTER WAVIhC 
RULES C F  P R A C T I C E  
~ ~ ~ ~ U ~ T ~ ~ E N ~  .) IT 

THIS ORDER O F  THE 

6204.3 OF THE ZONING R E G P L A T I O N S ,  "NO 
O F  THE BOARD SHALL 'TAKE E F F E C T  U N T I L  TEPJ 
BECOME F SNAL PURSUANT TO THE S ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ A L  
$..NU PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BCARD OF ZONIPJG 

AFTEE 3 i " t  E F F E C T I V E  DATE O F  1'BTS C3RDER, UNLESS WIT'IIII: SUCE? 
PERIOD AN A P P L I C A T I O N  FOR A U U J I , D I N G  PERIII'I' OR CERTIFICATE 
CIF GCCUPANCY T S  I ' ILED WITEJ T€iE D ~ ~ A R ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ T  OF ~ O N S U ~ ~ ~ ~  AND 
KEGULAYOEY A F F A I R S .  

14182order/LJPC 



GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBiA 
BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

APPLICATION NO. 14182 

As Execut ive Director of t h e  Board c 
1. hereby c e r t i f y  and a t t e s t  t o  t h e  f a c t  
Order of t h g  Board ip t h e  above numbere 
d a t e d  5 bij\n 1865 , have been m a .  
t o  t h e  fo l lowing  p a r t i e s  who appeared i 
t h e  p u b l i c  hea r ing  concerning t h i s  matte 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - 


